In September/October 2010 I went to Mali with Interplast US (now known as ReSurge) for two weeks.
Mali is a large subSaharan country in West Africa with almost 14 mio people.

We flew in to Bamako, the capital on the Saturday and started working on the Sunday.

I have never seen so many injuries from electrical burns. 
The hospital we worked in had given us an operating theatre and recovery with a little room for our therapist. 

As we left to go home in the evenings, the little portable fires we started around the corridors and suppers were cooked, evening wardround was impossible without torches.

One of the girls, Awa, needs to have further surgery to restore the use of her hand, which is being organised in Sacramento by the team, who went to Mali.  
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Awa, electrical hand burn both hands and feet, before and after first lot of surgery
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Local Hospital



Sunday clinic                            Corridor
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The first Plastic Surgery Association in Mali and a small patient
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Newly changed dressings!
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A Dogon Fox divination table (you ask a question, the wise old man puts it in the table and reads the pattern of the fox’s pawprints the next morning for an answer)
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 Obama pants!
